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Lusty laundry

Introducing the post-modern housewife
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In Extremis

BELGIAN LABEL EXTREMIS IS CREATING WAVES ON THE INTERMNATIONAL DESIGN SCENE

There are those who create interesting new desiens of fumiture, and then

thene are those who innovate = who change our w concept of design

and function. Dirk Wiynants, the head of Extremis, falls into the second

v The company and its desigms have gamered loads of intermational

catepor

first established

attention and won numerows accolades since Wiyna

Extremis (wwwestremisbe) in the mad-9s

e newoorner to the design word, this Belgan company beleves tf

A relds

it choesnt just create fumiture, but mther tools for tosethermess, “All our

products ane really designed to bring people wgether” explains Wynants. His

funky creations ane also eve-catching, unigque and fun The latest buzz is over

the cool new plece called the BeHive, which was introduced as a prototype

a vear ago and is going on the market in Apil

The concept 15 based on a circular rampoline that s suspended above

the floor. Peophe can sit or lean on the cushion that runs along the sides

or, with the opening in the middle of the fabric [or leg room, they can sit

er Corral table

pht at the cen he inspiration for the BeHive came

upn

from the atmosphere of Middle East tea houses. where people lounge

", SAVE

around on large pillows, chat and share a water pipe. “Its fant
Wiynants, who tried it out in his garden. "The only problem is that you

have o provide breakfasy, because no or s home,”

Ocher products include the award-winning DolNut, an b e and

transportable table that sits atop a giant inner tube. Extremis has also won

le-seaner Pichik, ideal for sl

i

honors for the sleek, modemelooking do

balconies, and the Arthur round table, equipped with a rotating Lazy Susan
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And the company grabbed second spat at the
Deesign Management Europe Awards,

That's quite an accomplishment for a company
locared far from the design centers of Europe,
Based in the Belgian province of West Flanders,
Extremis got its start in 1994 with Wynants
dream of starting his own company and his first
product. the Gargantua garden table. The son of
a carpenter, Wynants grew up in the industry
and later worked in the international distribution
of design brands, where he leamed the trade.

Part of what makes Wiynant's designs so unique is
that he doesn't set out to design a new piece of
furniture, but mther to find & solution w a
probiem. His idea for the Gangantua came after
reacing an article about families spending an
average of just |§ minutes together per day, "The
starting point has nothing to do with the form. Its
a consequence of all the other steps” he says

While the awards seemed to come easy, gaining
market success for such nevel products was a
much harder slog. especiallv at the start. But
from those modest beginnings more than a
decade ago, Wynants has managed 1o turm
Extremis into a company with international
scope. Among others, his designs have been
purchased by the Tate in London and will be
in the new Standard hotel in New York

Fxtremis is available at Obegl stoves in Lehanon
Kirsten Vance
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